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Course Description and Aims: Ever since Charles Darwin proposed his theory of evolution by natural selection, it has been criticized by scientists, philosophers, and theologians alike.  Recently, proponents of what is called the “Intelligent Design” movement have urged school boards throughout the country to adopt policies that would require schools to teach an alternative to Darwin’s theory, an alternative that claims that certain features of the biological world cannot be adequately explained without positing the existence of a guiding intelligence.  This course examines several facets of this movement, including its philosophical roots in arguments for the existence of God, its claim to be offering a competing scientific theory to evolution by natural selection, and the role that ethical and religious considerations may have on settling the disputes concerning what is taught in our nation’s science classrooms.  
Prerequisites: None. 
Required Texts:  Debating Design: From Darwin to DNA, edited by Michael Ruse and William Dembski; handouts.
Grades: Your grade will be based on the following: Two papers: 30% each; participation: 40%.  
Papers:  A paper will be assigned at the end of week one and in the middle of week three.  Both papers should be 5-6 pages in length.
Failure to write both papers will result in an F for the course.  All work must 
comply with the Knox College Honor Policy.


Participation: Because of the size and length of the class, regular attendance and 
participation by all students is required in order for the course to go well.  Thus, you 
should come to each class prepared to discuss the assigned material.  
Schedule of Topics:
Week 1: Historical and Philosophical Backdrop to the Current Debate
Monday: "The Argument from Design: A Brief History," by Michael Ruse; excerpts from Plato's Phaedo; excerpts from William Paley's Natural Theology; excerpts from David Hume's Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion.
Wednesday: "Design without Designer: Darwin's Greatest Discovery," by Francisco Ayala; "The Inbuilt Potentiality of Creation," by John Polkinghorne; "The Place of Rational Beings in the World: Design and Purpose," by Peter van Inwagen; Part One of PBS’s series Evolution.
Friday: newspaper article on Phillip Johnson; Chapter 9 of Phillip Johnson’s Darwin on Trial: “The Rules of Science”; "Believing Where We Cannot Prove," from Philip Kitcher’s Abusing Science; "Could Parapsychology Become a Science?" by Paul Churchland; Paper 1 assigned.
Week 2: Intelligent Design: An Alternative Theory to Natural Selection?


Monday: "Who's Afraid of ID? A Survey of the Intelligent Design Movement," by Angus Menuge; "Irreducible Complexity: Obstacle to Darwinian Evolution," by Michael Behe; "The Flagellum Unspun: The Collapse of 'Irreducible Complexity'," by Kenneth Miller; “Darwinism, Design, and Complex Systems Dynamics,” by Bruce Weber and David Depew.
Wednesday: "The Cambrian Information Explosion: Evidence for Intelligent Design," by Stephen Meyer; "DNA by Design? Stephen Meyer and the Return of the God Hypothesis," by Robert Pennock.


Guest Speakers: Professor of biology Rob Ewy from Knox College and Pastor Lee Johnson from Bethel Baptist Church.
Friday: Chapter 11 of Darwin on Trial: “Darwinist Education”; "Exploiting Tolerance," by Philip Kitcher.
Week 3: Is the Science the Issue?  Darwin, Design, and the Culture Wars

Monday: chapters 16 and 17 from Darwin's Dangerous Idea, by Daniel Dennett; chapters 6, 8, and 9 from Moral Darwinism: How We Became Hedonists, by Benjamin Wiker; “The Bully Pulpit”, by Philip Kitcher; assignment: find article; paper 1 due. 
Wednesday: Part Seven of PBS’s series Evolution: "What about God?" Chapter 10 of Darwin on Trial: “Darwinist Religion”; excerpt from Michael Ruse’s Taking Darwin Seriously (289-294); Paper 2 assigned; turn in article. 
Friday: Discuss articles, wrap-up class.
Paper 2 due Friday, December 23, by 5PM.
