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This course considers the theory and ethnography of marginal, secret, or even quasi-magical economies in the contemporary world.  While in recent decades we have heard much about the emergence of a “new” global economy, many members of the world population have access neither to this “new” nor to the “old” (wage-labor) economy.  Instead, they enter informal and/or illicit economies:  providing goods and services outside of (and often in spite of) legitimate frameworks.  At the same time, people notice that the economic systems with which they live (be they new or in some other way alternative) operate according to surprising logics.  These new processes are generating exciting new theorization in economics and anthropology alike.  They also present special ethical and methodological challenges to researchers.  The course covers theoretical and empirical readings, from globally diverse contexts and interdisciplinary perspectives, on these multiple sets of issues.

Expectations

Every course participant should come to every class session having done the assigned reading.  In addition, one student will have responsibility for opening discussion at each class meeting.  We will determine the rotating schedule during the second class session.  All students (487 and 587) will be asked to write 4 short (5 page) essays during the course.  Each essay will have equivalent value for the purposes of grading.  Under normal circumstances, no deadline extensions will be given.  If you are unable to write an essay due to illness, you must obtain an absence slip signed by University Health Services or your physician and present it within two working days of the missed deadline.  If you have a deadline conflict due to family emergency or religious conviction, you must present an absence slip notarized by the Records Division, Examinations and Timetabling, Office of the Registrar.  Otherwise, essays that miss a deadline will receive a mark of zero.  What this means is that under normal circumstances it is better to hand in ANYTHING than to hand in nothing on the day that an essay is due.  You will receive *some* points for a paper bag with a happy face drawn on it in crayon.  You will receive *no* points for a late paper.  There is no midterm and no final exam. 

Evaluation:

Participation


20%

Essay 1


20%

Essay 2


20%

Essay 3


20%

Essay 4


20%

Total:



100%

BOOKS:


Two books are required and one is suggested for purchase for this course.  They are available at the bookstore.  However, students are welcome to seek out a better purchase price through re-sellers like Amazon:

Required:

Money in an Unequal World:  Keith Hart and his Memory Bank by Keith Hart

Mutual Life, Limited:  Islamic Banking, Alternative Currencies, Lateral Reason
by Bill Maurer
Suggested:

Congo-Paris: Transnational Traders on the Margins of the Law 
by Janet MacGaffey and Remy Bazenguissa-Ganga.
Specialized Support and Disability Services

Students who require accommodation due to a disability affecting mobility, vision, hearing, learning or mental or physical health are advised to discuss their needs with Specialized Support and Disability Services, 2-800 SUB / 492-3381 (telephone) or 492-7269 (TTY).

Academic Integrity

The University of Alberta is committed to the highest standards of academic integrity and honesty. Students are expected to be familiar with these standards regarding academic honesty and to uphold the policies of the University in this respect. Students are particularly urged to familiarize themselves with the provisions of the Code of Student Behaviour (online at www.ualberta.ca/secretariat/appeals.htm) and avoid any behaviour that could potentially result in suspicions of cheating, plagiarism, misrepresentation of facts and/or participation in an offence. Academic dishonesty is a serious offence and can result in suspension or expulsion from the University.

Week 1
Reason, motivation, choice & homo freakonomicus

Monday January 9th 

Course overview

Wed January 11th 
Levitt and Dubner, Freakonomics.  Pp. 1-15, 117-144.

Friday January 13th
Sunstein, Cass.  “Super Freak”.  The New Republic, July 25 2005. 
Week 2
The new economy (1):  goods

Monday January 16th 
Intellectual property.  Coombe, Rosemary.  "Fear, Hope, and Longing for the Future of Authorship and a Revitalized Public Domain in Global Regimes of Intellectual Property," DePaul Law Review, Summer 2003.  (available on-line)

Wed January 18th 
Cultural property.  Brown, Michael, “Can Culture be Copyrighted?” Current Anthropology 39 (2).  1998.


(available on-line)


Also check out: http://www.law.ualberta.ca/research/aboriginalculturalheritage/#projdes (website for the Project for the protection and repatriation of First Nation cultural heritage in Canada)
Friday January 20th
Social property.  Strathern, Marilyn.  “Social property:  

An interdisciplinary experiment” PoLAR 27 (1).  2004.
Week 3
The new economy (2):  services

Monday January 23rd 
Contingent valuation.  Diamond Peter A., & Jerry A. 






Hausmann (1994).  “Contingent Valuation:  Is Some 



Number Better than No Number?”, Journal of 



Economic Perspectives, 8(4): 45-64 AND
Epstein, Richard.  “The regrettable necessity of contingent valuation” (available on-line).



Also check out: http://www.biodiversityeconomics.org/

Wed January 25th

Markets and incommensurability.  Martinez-Alier, Joan,






Guiseppe Munda, and John O’Neill (1998).  “Weak 






Comparability of Values as a Foundation for Ecological 






Economics”, Ecological Economics 26: 277-286 OR
Martinez-Alier, Joan, Guiseppe Munda, and John O’Neill (1999). “Commensurability and Compensability in Ecological Economics”, in M. O’Connor, and C.L. Spash, eds, (1999).  Valuation and the Environment. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, pp. 37-57.

Suggested:  Martinez-Alier, Joan (1995). “Political Ecology, Distributional Conflicts, and Economic Incommensurability” New Left Review 211: 70-88.
First essay prompt distributed

Friday January 27th
Second contradiction of capitalism.  O’Connor, James.  

“A Theoretical Introduction” to Capitalism, Nature, Socialism 1(1):  11-38 (1988).

Week 4
Globalization

Monday January 30th 
Appadurai, Arjun (1990).  “Disjuncture and difference in the global cultural economy” Public Culture 2(2):  1-23 (1990).


First essay due

Wed February 1st
Comaroff, Jean and John L. Comaroff (2000).  “Millennial Capitalism:  First thoughts on a second coming” Public Culture 12 (2):  291-343.

Friday February 3rd
Donald MacKenzie, “Long-Term Capital Management and the Sociology of Arbitrage,” Economy and Society 32 (2003): 349-380.

Week 5
Marginalization
Monday February 6th 
MacGaffney and Bazenguissa-Ganga.  Congo/Paris

Wed February 8th
 Congo/Paris continued

Friday February 10th
Colloredo-Mansefeld, Rudi (1999) The Native 

Leisure Class: Consumption and Cultural Creativity in the Andes, pp. 1-56.
Week 6
Black markets


Monday February 13th
Ledevna, Alena. (1998)  Russia's Economy of Favours: Blat, Networking, and Informal Exchange, pp. 1-38.

Wed February 15th 

Leeds, Elizabeth (1996)  “Cocaine and Parallel 

Polities in the Brazilian Urban Periphery: Constraints on Local-Level Democratization.” Latin American Research Review 31:47-83.

Second essay prompt distributed

Friday February 17th
Moore, Henrietta and Todd Sanders, eds.  Magical interpretations, material realities: 

modernity, witchcraft and the occult in 

postcolonial Africa.  Choose your own selection 

and come to class prepared to talk about it.  
Week 7
Reading Week

Tuesday February 21st
 No class

Thursday February 23rd 
No class

Week 8
Virtual markets
Monday Febrary 27th
Castranova, Edward (2005). Synthetic worlds:  The 

business and culture of online games. Ch. 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9.


Second essay due

Wednesday March 1st
Maurer, Bill.  Cyberspatial Properties: Taxing Questions 

about Proprietary Regimes. In C. Humphrey and K. 

Verdery, eds. Property in Question: Value Transformation in the   Global Economy.

Suggested:  Willinsky, John.  The Access Principle.  

Also check out:  http://www.pkp.ubc.ca/

Friday March 3rd

Naím, Moises.  Illicit:  How Smugglers, Traffickers, and 

Copycats are Hijacking the Global Economy.  

Selections.  
Week 9
Money (1)

Monday March 6th
 Hart, Keith.  Money in an Unequal World : Keith Hart and His Memory Bank.
Wed March 8th

Hart continued
Friday March 10th

Hart, Keith “Notes toward an anthropology of money” 

(available on-line).

Week 10
Money (2)

Monday March 13th
Maurer, Bill.  Mutual Life Limited:  Islamic Banking, Alternative Currencies, Lateral Reason.
Wed March 15th
Maurer continued.

Third essay prompt distributed

Friday March 17th
No reading.  Check out: http://www.complementarycurrency.org
Week 11
Are any economies “informal”?

Monday March 20th
Smith, M. Estellie.  (1989)  “The Informal Economy”. In 

Economic Anthropology, S. Plattner, ed., pp. 292-317. 




Third essay due

Wed March 22nd

Foundations of Human Sociality: Economic Experiments 






and Ethnographic Evidence from Fifteen Small-Scale 

Societies. Joseph Henrich, Robert Boyd, Samuel Bowles, Colin Camerer, Ernst Fehr, and Herbert Gintis, eds. New York: Oxford University Press, 2004.  Selections.






(available as an e-resource)

Friday March 24th

Chibnik, Michael.  “Experimental Economics in

Anthropology: A Critical Assessment.”  American 

Ethnologist 32(2): 198-209
Week 12
Theory
Monday March 27th
 Polanyi, Karl (1968)  “The Economy as Instituted 

Process”  pp. 122-143 of Economic Anthropology. eds  


E. LeClair and H. Schneider.
Wed March 29th

Polanyi, Karl (1944) The Great Transformation.  Chh. 5 & 

6:  “Evolution of the market pattern & “The self-

regulating market and the fictitious commodities:  

labor, land, and money”

Friday March 31st

Simmel, Georg.  The Philosophy of Money.  Selections.

Week 13
Theory

Monday April 3rd
Simmel continued.

Wed April 5th
Sahlins, Marshall (1996) “The Sadness of Sweetness: The Native Anthropology of Western Cosmology.”  Current Anthropology 37:  395-415.
Fourth and final essay prompt distributed

Friday April 7th
Last class meeting.

Week 14
Conclusion

Monday April 10th 
Fourth essay due in my office by 4:15 pm (when the 

hallway door of the 13th floor of Tory Building is locked for the night).
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